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Weekly Horoscopes
Star Signer
April 27, 2020
Finals week may have you stressed dear star children but have no fear, the universe is
experiencing a warm front. Which will bring you all the luck you need.

ARIES
You will do great on your finals, dear Aries, just make sure you wash your hands.

TAURUS
You will do great on your finals, dear Taurus, just make sure you wash your hands.

GEMINI
You will do great on your finals, dear Gemini, just make sure you wash your hands.

CANCER
You will do great on your finals, dear Cancer, just make sure you wash your hands.

LEO
You will do great on your finals, dear Leo, just make sure you wash your hands.

VIRGO
You will do great on your finals, dear Virgo, just make sure you wash your hands.

LIBRA
You will do great on your finals, dear Libra, just make sure you wash your hands.

SCORPIO

You will do great on your finals, dear Scorpio, just make sure you wash your hands.

SAGITTARIUS
You will do great on your finals, dear Sagittarius, just make sure you wash your hands.

CAPRICORN
You will do great on your finals, dear Capricorn, just make sure you wash your hands.

AQUARIUS
You will do great on your finals, dear Aquarius, just make sure you wash your hands.

PISCES
You will do great on your finals, dear Pisces, just make sure you wash your hands.

Unemployment rates soar to tens of millions
Laci Wells
April 27, 2020
Since a national emergency has been declared in the United States, unemployment rates have
skyrocketed.
According to the U.S. Department of Labor, the running total for the number of Americans who
have filed initial jobless claims comes to around 22 million, roughly 13.5 percent of the labor
force, since March 14.
In 1933, the unemployment rate hit an-all time high of 24.9 percent during the Great
Depression.
Given the large percentage of people who have lost their jobs, the distribution of unemployment
is a slow process that includes the denial of all self-employed workers before they can be
approved.
Wright State marketing student Emily Ortman, who works at the Fairfield Commons Mall, filed
for unemployment at the end of March and has yet to receive her benefits. “It’s kind of just been
a waiting game. I file weekly in hopes of being approved,” she said.
The amount of economic pain the coronavirus has triggered is making it difficult for officials to
respond fast enough. With such job loss, families who await the government’s help flood to food
banks in search of assistance.
“We must have a working economy and we want to get it back very very quickly, and that’s
what’s going to happen. I believe it will boom,” said President Donald Trump during a press
conference on April 16.
The recent $1,200 stimulus check is acting as some slight wiggle room for those who are still
waiting on unemployment. Most people are using their stimulus checks to buy groceries and pay
bills.
The widespread illness is causing businesses to suffer as well. Most businesses are being
forced to lay off workers or even close due to lack of income. Those who can afford to stay open
are taking a drastic hit in sales profit.

Wright Through my Eyes: Katie West
Maram Abuhaidar
April 27, 2020
Wright State University is a place known for diversity. It is not only familiar for its diversity in
people, but for its diversity in the arts.
When referring to degrees, many people think of engineering, law, medicine or science majors,
but people forget just how important the School of Music is at WSU, especially for many
students such as Katie West.
West is a freshman majoring in music education with a focus in violin performance. Growing up
in Kettering, Ohio, coming from a family of entirely WSU graduates, West had quite an
influence.
West’s first time playing a violin was in the sixth grade when she and everyone else in Fairmont
were part of the exploratory music program. Ever since, West had developed a love for playing
the violin.
She has played in the Dayton Philharmonic Youth Orchestra and String program, which is a
professional musical group, and has had the opportunity to play for the Ohio Music Education
Association (OMEA) Professional Development Conference in Cleveland, Ohio.
“Music is definitely a way of expression and showing what you love,” said West.
Taking College Credit Plus (CCP) classes her senior year of high school, West was given an
even better perspective of what WSU is like; she subsequently applied to and auditioned for
admission to the school of music. Later, not only was she accepted, she was offered a
scholarship.
Despite the many jobs a person with a music education degree can obtain, West has chosen a
different path. At an educational conference she attended in Indiana, West saw multiple different
sides of music education such as teaching beginners, teachers and workshops at conferences.
“Education is really what I love. I love seeing and helping people who have failed nine times and
finally get it on their 10th try and being so empowered to keep going and to keep pushing
forward, realizing that they have all the skills they need to pursue what they want.”

West’s dream job includes teaching beginners in orchestra and strings. A part of this has to do
with the environment that she is exposed to at WSU.
“It’s just this big support system of amazing professors and supportive students that makes the
school so unique in every single way. The professors have such amazing backgrounds that
they’re sharing with students.”
As music is a very hands-on learning process, during the circumstances with coronavirus, West
has learned to make amends. Though the quarantine has affected concerts and big gala
performances, she shares that lecturers such as Mr. William Jobert are doing a great job of
teaching in this different environment.
“He [Jobert] is doing a great job of showing us how these instruments work and he’s really
keeping the class alive from outside of the classroom.”

From the frontlines: Grocery store employees
Makenzie Hoeferlin
April 28, 2020

Grocery store employees at Dorothy Lane Market (DLM) in Springboro experience the stress of
the pandemic firsthand as they struggle to keep shelves stocked.

When the panic buying started
“When the pandemic first started, I do not think anybody in the store was ready for the amount
of product to sell so fast,” said Wright State student, Matthew Cavender.
Cavender is a meat cutter and second shift store manager at DLM.
“I was barely able to keep up with how much we were selling and we were not ready to be hit
that hard,” Cavender said.
Grocery store employees were the first to feel the effects as customers started to buy large
amounts of products. Grocery stores and their employees found themselves largely unprepared.
“At the beginning of it all, it got so busy that it felt like we were working through the holidays, but
far busier than ever,” said Ora Fields, a second shift supervisor at DLM. “Items were flying off
the shelves at a rate I had never seen before.”
“I worked the day that Governor Dewine announced the closing of everything and we were very
understaffed because no one was expecting it,” said Emma Van Zant, another employee at
DLM. “I knew it was going to be crazy. We had so many people coming in.”
Many grocery store workers understood why customers started to panic buy. They also believe
that some customers went a bit over the top.
“When it first started it was a little frustrating since we couldn’t keep our shelves stocked and
people were continuously asking for items that we had sold out of,” said Fields. “I understood
where they were coming from though, mainly because most people who are alive today have
not lived through an event like this. It’s a scary and unsettling thing.”

The calm after the storm
“Soon after that, with restrictions being put on items, it felt as if it was normal business,” said
Fields.
As the pandemic continues, stores are starting to catch up on previously sold out supplies. They
are also putting more procedures in place to keep workers and customers safe and healthy.
“We also are only allowing in so many customers at a time and only allow one person per
household, so the store doesn’t appear to have many people in it, but we are still selling a lot of
product,” said Cavender.
According to Cavender, workers have to wash their hands and sanitize all of their surfaces
every 30 minutes.
The company is also hiring temporary help in order to stock the store and keep up with
demands.
Many of the workers at DLM are between the ages 16 and 18. Their parents do not want them
working until the pandemic is over, according to Van Zant.

Appreciation
Appreciation for still having a job is common among grocery store employees, like others who
work on the frontlines.
“I think that this pandemic has helped me appreciate medical workers and other essential
workers such as grocery store workers,” said Cavender. “These jobs are easily taken for
granted and this pandemic has shown us just how vital these jobs are.”
Aside from working, this pandemic has helped some realize just how much they have to be
thankful for.
“I am 100 percent thankful for my job, friends and family,” said Fields. “Without my job I would
find myself in quite the financial disaster, and without my friends and family the cabin fever
would have gotten to me a little more than it did.”

Ora Fields, Dorothy Lane Market

Being an essential worker
Many store employees never thought they would be considered an essential worker.
“In all honesty, I never would’ve considered myself to be an essential worker, but looking back
now it makes a lot more sense,” said Fields. “Grocery stores are the main source of everyone’s
essential items to live, so you can’t just take that away.”
According to Van Zant, petitions are circulating to get grocery store workers considered as
frontline workers.
“It’s all very shocking,” said Van Zant. “I would not have expected it.”

Learning
Despite this being a hectic time for grocery store employees, it’s a great time for them to learn
from those in leadership positions.

“Being on the same page as customers and employees and taking everything into account and
what each of them are saying is really important, especially during times like now,” said Van
Zant.
According to Fields, the most important thing is staying cool, calm and collected.
“The biggest thing that I have taken from my manager and tried to replicate to the guys I work
with at night is keeping morale high,” said Fields. “Of course everyone is scared, nervous or
worried, but I walk in every day to smiling faces and laughter.”

Book rentals: How to return your books to the campus bookstore
Marissa Couch
April 28, 2020
Wright State University’s switch to remote learning in March is having lasting effects on
students. Due to campus being closed, the WSU Bookstore is accepting returns through mail
only.
“As we have all witnessed, the situation has escalated rapidly over the last week,” said the
President of Barnes & Noble College Lisa Malat in an email sent to customers. “The health and
safety of our customers and employees is our top priority and we want to do our part to further
limit the spread of COVID-19.”
The locations closed on March 24, according to the email. The tentative opening date was May
6.

Plans have changed
Mail-in rentals have always been an option, but due to the coronavirus crisis, this is currently the
only allowed method.
“We’re definitely working behind the scenes safely,” said Jennifer Gebhart, general manager of
the bookstore. “We’re also getting ready for ordering summer books and processing web
orders.”
Managers and booksellers are still working around 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The bookstore accepts
calls during this timeframe as well.
The date to mail books back by is normally May 1, 2020 but has been extended until June 15,
2020.
“We normally process charges about a week later, we won’t charge until at least the end of May.
We’re still pushing for May 1 but if somebody just can’t get to a UPS box or doesn’t have the
shipping materials, we’ll definitely help them,” said Gebhart.
An email went out to any student who has a rental order
“The email also has several important items in it including the books rented, the Order ID, the
link to the free UPS label and the option to do a Buy-Out if they want to keep the book,” said
Gebhart.

Emails from the bookstore often go to spam or junk folders, therefore graphics have been made
to illustrate the process. These can be found on the bookstore webpage.
If students have decided to keep the rental book for another class, buy-outs are an online option
as well.
“Typically this is a better price obviously than if you just keep the book and get charged by us,”
said Gebhart.
There are high hopes for the bookstore reopening to serve students soon, but this comes with
major precautions.

Student Emergency Relief Fund raises over $20,000
Alexis Wisler
April 28, 2020
Countless students are currently out of work due to the coronavirus outbreak, leaving them in
financial hardship. The Student Emergency Relief Fund aims to relieve students who are
dealing with this struggle of some of their financial stress.
“During this unprecedented time, it is important to come together as a community to support and
care for our families, including our Wright State family,” according to the Wright State University
Foundation.

How students qualify to receive support
Any currently enrolled students who are able to demonstrate their financial aid due to the
coronavirus pandemic are eligible.

How many students this fund wishes to aide
According to Associate Director for Student Advocacy and Wellness Destinee Biesemeyer, the
fund currently has 454 applicants, and those running the fund wish to assist all in some way.
Students worried about evictions and resourcing food will receive assistance through light case
management first, according to Biesemeyer.

When and how the money will be distributed to students
According to Biesemeyer, in the first 24 hours, the fund had more than $125,000 worth of
requests and only $5,000 to distribute.
Currently, the campaign has raised over $20,000, yet this is still not as much as the requested
aide. Because of this, the issuing of financial aid to students has been delayed as those in
charge determine the best way to distribute the existing money in the fund.
In terms of how the money will be distributed, students who do not currently have a balance on
their student accounts can receive money through their accounts.
However, if students have a balance on their account, the money distributed to them through
their account will go towards the balance. Those running the fund are looking at different ways
to distribute the money in that circumstance.
According to Biesemeyer, the likely method to distribute money in that scenario would be a cash
card.

No set deadline for student applications
According to Biesemeyer, the fund will continue to accept applications for as long as there is
funding available.
One way the Student Emergency Relief Fund is obtaining financial assistance for students is
through the Deedrick Student Support Fund, an existing fund at WSU.
According to the Deedrick Student Support Fund, it aims to assist students in this time of crisis
by helping them afford basic needs for things like toiletries, supplies, necessary medications
and travel for returning to homes outside of the area.
If students have questions regarding the Student Emergency Relief Fund, they can reach out to
Student Advocacy and Wellness at studentadvocacyandwellness@wright.edu.

Shut down: what are cosmetologists doing now?
Marissa Couch
April 29, 2020
In a time where all non-essential doors are closed, many small businesses are taking a hit.
Cosmetology is a booming industry in which both customers and stylists alike are now suffering.

What goes on behind ‘closed’ doors
“We are in almost constant communication trying to figure out our next move as far as
reopening, rescheduling and how we can best prepare for a safe environment for us and our
clients,” said Haven Salon Owner and Stylist Catie Tateman.
The stylists are checking in regularly with clients to maintain close-knit relationships.
“I think it’s very hard for stylists to not be working currently because not only does that mean
absolutely no income, but we love our jobs and clients, it’s totally a part of our every day to be
around people to now being in isolation, it’s a huge culture shock,” said Tateman.

What happens next
Renee Vandeventer works in a suite-style salon as a self-employed stylist at Salon Lofts in
Beavercreek, Ohio.
“It was inevitable that salons would be closing, knowing it would be just a matter of time. For
one, getting your hair done is really a luxury, some will argue it is essential,” said Vandeventer.
“Two, there is no way to social distance ourselves from the client.”
Some stylists closed for safety before the official order while others implemented more strict
safety measures, according to Vandeventer. “I know we all had high anxiety of whether to close
up shop or not. The fear of pausing or losing your livelihood with all the expenses was very
daunting,” she said. “Obviously, when you’re self-employed you are your own help. You are
your own bank.”
Vandeventer has cut back on expenses and fell back on her savings at this time. Small
business owners are still waiting to receive self-employed benefits, but the stimulus check
provided a temporary cushion.
“We were very, very grateful for Salon Lofts to help their tenants and waive rent fees,” said
Vandeventer. “This was a tremendous relief and so grateful they were able to do this for us. For
others in this industry, it has been different situations for every type of salon.”

Alternative options
“I personally did not partake in offering at-home color kits or offer gift cards for future services.
This has been a huge debate in our industry,” said Vandeventer. “There are only three states
you are allowed to sell color kits: Ohio, California and Texas. However, some companies have
legalities where you are not able to do this.”
Vandeventer has received a lot of requests to cut and color during the mandated closings but
she is following the rules. She is telling clients to just hold out on services.
“As a licensed professional by the State of Ohio, we are not allowed to do hair. If you were
caught or reported you would lose your license and be fined,” said Vandeventer.
Jessica Fisher, owner of Salon Lola, made the decision to close her business in Beavercreek
before the order came out.
“I made a personal business decision to close the salon before the governor made the
announcement that salons would have to close. I had a feeling that the decision was headed
that direction and wanted to control the outcome as much as possible,” said Fisher.
Fisher has stayed in touch with clients through social media and various ways online. She has
advised them to book multiple appointments over the next few months so that they have
back-ups in place.
Salon Lola is selling gift cards as well and offers an online shop for products to be shipped.
“We are beyond blessed to have the most generous clients around us,” said Fisher.
According to Fisher, there are several ways to continue to support local businesses:
●
●
●
●

Purchasing products and gift cards
Writing reviews
Referring others
Interacting with social media content

Getting back to work: is it time?
Licensed cosmetologist Randi Gaines started off with taking extra precautions with cleaning. In
her line of work, she will typically wear a mask with every client anyways. Gaines specialized in
eyebrow maintenance and eyelash extensions.

“I got rid of any linens that might be porous. I closed my doors down a week before I was told to
shut down. I was nervous and I didn’t want to risk possibly spreading anything unknowingly,”
said Gaines.
Gaines has been selling gift cards to clients to supplement a small amount of income for the
time being, but that only gets her so far while she still has to pay for booth rent.
“Although I really want to get back to work, I’m not ready. I don’t think it’s safe yet. If we are
allowed to open in May I don’t think I’ll be opening,” said Gaines.
Gaines has kept in touch with clients while being off and is grateful for their support. As May
inches closer, she is realizing that the crisis will likely last longer than planned.
“Some things I cannot service while using gloves. I need to do some brainstorming for [if] it does
come to this,” said Gaines.
Every salon is in a different scenario. While customers are known for relying on their stylists,
now the tables have turned as the workers deal with their income being compromised due to
coronavirus.

Laker Life: Local coronavirus victim delivers child, discharged from hospital
Roxanne Roessner
April 29, 2020
On March 27, Megan Sites drove herself to St. Mary’s Hospital with symptoms of coronavirus.
She did not call an ambulance because she did not want to startle her two-year-old daughter
Reign. Not only was she an essential worker dealing with coronavirus, she was also pregnant.
Megan Sites is married to Donnie Sites, a sheriff deputy in Mercer County, while she herself
works in the OB Department as a nurse at St. Mary’s Hospital.
“Stay on the phone with me… I don’t want to die, mom. I don’t want to die alone,” said Megan
Sites according to Sandy Jeffries, her mother.

Newborn
Megan’s Sites’ son, Jameson, was born while she was sedated.
After the birth, Megan Sites was rushed to Cincinnati and was able to have extracorporeal
membrane oxygenation (ECMO) treatment; ECMO treatment replaces the function of the heart
and lungs in the patient. She needed to be put on the machine because her lungs had
deteriorated immensely due to coronavirus.
Her newborn stayed in Dayton and was tested after 24 hours for coronavirus.
“Picture having a baby and not realizing you had this baby. She went into the hospital pregnant
and three hospitals later, she had a baby and the child wasn’t there,” said Jeffries.
Megan Sites was discharged from the hospital on April 21.
Jameson will be able to join his parents at home once he is officially 37 weeks, since he was
delivered prematurely due to his mother contacting the virus and needing medical attention.

Local expecting mother home from hospital after coronavirus | Photo submitted by Sandy
Jeffries

A happy ending
On the way home from the hospital, the Sites’ were escorted by two sheriffs and greeted with 18
police cars at their home with flashing lights to celebrate their arrival.
“We have had people across the United States reach out to us – who don’t even know us – and
say that they’re praying for us,” said Jeffries.
The family and community surrounding Megan, Donnie, Reign and Jameson have sent cards,
pictures, posters and messages to them. According to Jeffries, they managed to have pictures
sent to the hospital that were then printed out and put up in Megan Sites’ room.
“She [Megan] said at one point that it was what kept her going,” said Jeffries.

A parting word
The family asks others to take this virus seriously and to not underestimate it. They have taken
to wearing masks in public, washing hands and spraying disinfectant when needed.
“When you have a name you can put the virus to, it makes a world’s difference,” said Jeffries in
regard to coronavirus.

Music Review: “The New Abnormal” by The Strokes
Maxwell Patton
April 29, 2020
On April 10, the American rock band The Strokes released their sixth studio album, entitled “The
New Abnormal.”
Produced by Rick Rubin, this is their first full-length record in seven years, following up 2013’s
“Comedown Machine.” The album is supported by three singles: “At the Door,” “Bad Decisions”
and “Brooklyn Bridge to Chorus.”
While “The New Abnormal” is somewhat derivative at times in its melodies and chord
progressions, it’s still an enjoyable album that manages to push the band’s musical boundaries
while keeping their songwriting signatures.

Highlights
1. “At The Door”
There is a synthesizer riff that starts off this song and builds throughout that is absolutely
top-notch. Casablancas is able to show off his unique vocals here when his voice is paired with
the synth. This whole tune is five minutes and 10 seconds of pure audio bliss.
2. “The Adults Are Talking”
This track is an excellent way to start the album. Steadily building in intensity with a pleasant
guitar riff, it blooms into a beautiful climax showcasing Casablancas’ maturing falsetto.
3. “Why Are Sundays So Depressing”
The song starts with an intriguing guitar sound and morphs into a more synthesizer-fueled
sound, which is paired with the existing instrumental. This might seem like an odd shift, but it is
executed quite well.

Background
The Strokes hail from Manhattan, N.Y. and were formed in 1998. Their current line-up consists
of lead singer Julian Casablancas, guitarists Nick Valensi and Albert Hammond Jr., bassist
Nikolai Fraiture, and drummer Fabrizio Moretti.

After some performances in New York City, the band sent a demo to Rough Trade Records.
That demo led to the Strokes releasing their first extended play, “The Modern Age,” through the
record company in 2001. This EP was so successful that it ignited a bidding war between record
labels.
“Is This It,” the Strokes’ debut studio album, was released by RCA Records in July of that year.
“Room on Fire” debuted in October 2003, containing the band’s most famous song to date,
“Reptilia.”
In 2005, the Strokes release their third album, “First Impressions of Earth;” however, it was not
well-received. After touring and playing multiple festival dates, they went on a short hiatus.
Two more albums from the band were released before “The New Abnormal:” “Angles” in 2011
and “Comedown Machine” in 2013.
The Strokes also released another EP, “Future Present Past,” in 2016. This album and its title
were officially announced in February 2020 at a Bernie Sanders campaign rally.
This is an album that I really enjoyed, though some of the songs ran longer than they needed to,
including “Eternal Summer,” which runs for six minutes and 15 seconds.
I do think that the melodies brought into this album from other songs, like “Dancing with Myself”
from Billy Idol as the chorus of this album’s second single and “Bad Decisions,” weaken the
tunes they were meant to add to.
“The New Abnormal” definitely has more hits than misses.

Guardian Gallery: With God’s Grace, WSU food drive
Soham Parikh
April 30, 2020
With the progression of Final’s week, the assignments at The Guardian were lagging a little
behind. Since I am already done with the coursework, I took the liability of completing the final
photo assignment for the semester. The objective was simple, to capture a picture of a food
pantry. As I was doing my research on different pantries, one place immediately caught my
attention and I was on my way to a mobile food pantry called With God’s Grace.
As I parked in, there was a line of at least 30 cars waiting for their turns and many with families
of 3 or more.
I got lucky as one of the first people I photographed was the founder of the food pantry itself,
Nicole Adkins.
She was constantly giving instructions to people and also helping out by loading the food in the
cars, which never stopped coming in. Nicole was kind enough to take a moment to show me
around and explain their operation to me.
As she started describing things to me, it became clearer to me how much the pantry means to
her and the teams of dedicated volunteers working. Nicole started the pantry from her own
home about five years back and has worked very hard to advance the pantry services to form
partnerships with people and businesses to keep pace with the increasing needs.
In 2018 alone, they had served about 125,000 people. As I was processing all that information, I
got to witness so many smiling faces drive by, say hello to me and the joy in people’s eyes
really made me feel so pleased that I could be there.
We then proceeded to go inside where the storage was and there, we met her husband, James
Adkins, who was operating a forklift and moving boxes. He saw my badge and immediately
started to describe the meaning of Sohan in Turkish and expressed how much he enjoys
learning new languages.
I ended up teaching him some Hindi and he reciprocated by educating me with some Spanish.
He then went on to describe the generous donations they have been receiving to help the needy
and how they have been involved to help the community.

With God’s Grace has partnered up with Wright State and they are hosting a mobile food pantry
in Lot 4 today from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
They are expecting over 1200 students to take advantage of the food distribution program and
help them during these difficult times.
In the crisis where everything seems to have been frozen to a standstill, this short trip truly
made me appreciate the continuous hard work these fearless leaders are putting day in and day
out to make sure that Daytonians don’t suffer.

Essential Employee Spotlight: Dayton Foodbank
Alexis Wisler
April 30, 2020
The unsung heroes of today’s society are those working to provide basic needs, things
otherwise not thought about, to people who find themselves dealing with financial hardships
during the coronavirus pandemic.
Caitlyn McIntosh, Wright State alumn, from The Dayton Foodbank shares what it has been like
working as an essential employee serving the community.
“We’re seeing a different kind of person because now it could be the person who has never had
to ask for help before or has never been in the position where they had to ask assistance from a
food program. So that is the biggest difference,” said McIntosh.

Close to home
“Originally, [the food bank] was an offshoot of Red Cross so they had mentioned that when the
hurricane hit in Puerto Rico, we sent a staff member down there and sent stuff like water. When
the hurricane hit Texas, we sent water down there, so I kind of knew that we had a little bit of a
foot in disaster relief. But it was more distant because you weren’t actively doing something
yourself,” said McIntosh.
For McIntosh, this is not the first time helping in disaster relief. A week after joining the food
bank, Dayton was hit with several tornadoes.
McIntosh was there to help those affected by the disaster.
“I want to help people, but you never truly know the impact you can make on somebody until
you’re right in the moment. It really can be as simple as handing somebody a meal for the day
that can [start] a domino effect on the rest of their life,” said McIntosh.

Response from the community
“What we are really telling people is to come help pick up for a neighbor or a family member
who can’t come. The elderly who can’t get out or maybe somebody who is in a wheelchair or is
immunocompromised and can’t come out [need help]. That’s been the biggest increase I’ve
seen from the community,” said McIntosh.

The Dayton Foodbank has had to make changes to reflect the growing demand.
“There used to be just one lane of traffic coming in and now we’ve had to double up. For the first
time ever last month, we had to limit service to once every 30 days, because frankly, we couldn’t
handle people coming in. Now we’ve got that under control. It’s a constant reassessment,” said
McIntosh.

Being an essential employee
“It’s really amazing to see the amount of trust that people will put in you and their story and what
they’re willing to tell you and express to you about how much they’re struggling, because
nobody likes to be vulnerable. It taught me a lot of empathy and compassion,” said McIntosh.
According to McIntosh, one of the biggest things said at the food bank is to suspend your
judgment, and that is kept in mind every day as The Dayton Foodbank and the community work
together to support one another.

Ticketmaster changes its refund policy due to coronavirus
Shaddia Qasem
April 30, 2020
Across the world, shows and concerts have been postponed or cancelled due to the
coronavirus. With Ticketmaster being the top company in ticket sales, their new policy might
affect those with tickets to shows at the Nutter Center.
According to wkyc Studios, the policy will begin on May 1.

What the policy says
Ticketmaster recently changed their refund policy so that refunds are only given if events have
been completely cancelled; full refunds will not be offered to events that have been postponed
or cancelled.
With that being said, Ticketmaster’s policies are always updating.

Tickets to shows at the Nutter Center
“If students have purchased tickets online through Ticketmaster, we advise them to read all
email correspondence from Ticketmaster as they are getting ready to roll out additional options
regarding ticket refunds and credits,” said the Nutter Center’s Marketing Manager Misty Cox and
Box Office Manager Kiley Fleming in an email.
Some shows at the Nutter Center have already been reschedueld. These include Jeff Dunham
on July 11, Professional Bull Riding on Aug. 15 and Time Warp Prom on Aug. 29.
The only show that has been postponed without a future date is James Taylor.

Refunds
This policy has raised concern for those with financial issues due to the circumstances.
“If for some reason they cannot attend the rescheduled date, then the tickets can be refunded at
the point of purchase. The Nutter Center box office is currently closed, so purchases made from
the box office can be returned once we open back up,” said Cox.

“If students purchased their tickets directly from Ticketmaster, they will receive emailed updates
of event status changes. Customers who purchased tickets at the Nutter Center box office
should check www.nuttercenter.com or the Nutter Center Facebook page for future updates.”

Free services and discounts during quarantine
Maram Abuhaidar
April 30, 2020
During this difficult time in which everyone is dealing with the stresses from the coronavirus,
many services are offering great deals and discounts to help people cope.
Services ranging from music to television and even healthcare are reaching out to citizens with
open arms.

Movies & television
Shudder, a streaming website that offers thriller and horror movies, is offering 30 days of free
access when you use the promo code SHUTIN.
Sling TV is also offering free access to television shows, movies and ABC News Live.
Netflix Party is a Google Chrome extension that can be downloaded for free to watch movies
with your friends simultaneously while practicing social distancing.
HBO is making 500 hours of free programming available for a limited time, which began April 3.
Titles for free programs can be searched under the heading #StayHomeBoxOffice.

Music
Apple’s video and music editing apps Final Cut Pro X and Logic Pro X are offering 90-day free
trials.
Mini concerts by John Legend, Keith Urban, Luke Combs and Chris Martin from Coldplay have
been live streaming on Instagram and Facebook.
An iOS app called Minimoog Model D is allowing free downloading from Moog Music so
subscribers can turn their device into a synthesizer.

Food delivery
Uber Eats, for the remainder of the coronavirus pandemic, is waiving delivery fees for all orders.

Exercise

Planet Fitness is doing free live streaming via Facebook for at-home workouts at 7 p.m. daily.
CorePower Yoga is offering a collection of online classes for free via CorePower Yoga On
Demand, as well as live streaming on YouTube daily at the following MST times: 8 a.m., 1 p.m.
and 5 p.m.
Orangetheory Fitness is also offering free workout videos called “Orangetheory at home” which
can be viewed on YouTube as well.

Mental health
Aura, an app for meditation, is offering three-month free subscriptions with the code
FINDPEACE2020. This subscription entails unlimited access to music, meditations, life
coaching and more.
If you are a US health-care worker, Headspace, another meditation app, is offering free
subscriptions through the end of 2020. Your National Provider Identifier is required for
qualification.
Stay home and enjoy these free services to help you cope during his difficult time.

Amazon workers strike again
Ethan Gilliam
May 1, 2020
Amazon workers called in sick as they went on their third warehouse strike on Tuesday, April
21.
This comes after workers are upset about the lack of personal protection equipment, paid sick
leave and cleaning supplies. Much concern has been raised for how Jeff Bezos, Amazon
founder and CEO, is fighting against coronavirus.
This 300-employee strike is not the first strike that Amazon workers have conducted since the
beginning of the pandemic and since concerns began arising about the safety Amazon is
providing.
Over 70 Amazon-run facilities have had previous coronavirus outbreaks, according to The Hill.
Since the beginning of the outbreak, Amazon has seen a massive increase in demand. This
demand has helped Bezos increase his net wealth by $24 billion, according to BBC News.
This has led to massive backlash as Amazon has had questionable response measures to the
outbreak.
Amazon has increased cleaning of their warehouses, enforced social distancing and enforced
new safety standards for employees, but the massive online retailer fails to provide sick leave
for employees unless they have been diagnosed with coronavirus.
The company did provide unlimited unpaid sick time, but starting May 1, workers must request
an unpaid leave of absence, according to The Verge.
Four senators, Bernie Sanders, Cory Booker, Bob Menendez and Sherrod Brown, wrote a letter
to Bezos together asking him how the safety of warehouses is being handled, according to The
Verge.
To make matters worse, Amazon fired an employee from New York as he led a strike over
coronavirus concerns which has led to nationwide criticism, according to CNET. The firing has
gained attention from the media and other Amazon employees as they point out other
questionable actions Amazon has committed.

For example, the company failed to properly protect their Staten Island facility staff when a
coworker tested positive for coronavirus and only those that had had direct contact with the
employee were told to stay home. The Staten Island facility has tested and confirmed 14
coronavirus cases, according to The Verge.
Amazon has since implemented an increase in hourly wages and has offered overtime to help
combat massive demand. However, their business practices have led to questions about how a
business should treat employees during a pandemic and more importantly, how employees
should be treated no matter the circumstances.

Film Throwback: “Jojo Rabbit”
Trey Brown
May 1, 2020
“Jojo Rabbit” is a 2019 film written and directed by Taika Waititi about a young German boy who
has dreams of becoming a Nazi. It was adapted from “Caging Skies,” a book by Christine
Leunen.
In the film, Waititi portrays an imagined version of Hitler, from the perspective of the titular Jojo
(Roman Griffin Davis.) Given his surroundings and upbringing, Jojo’s imagination of Hitler is a
jovial type who is always fun to be around. It’s an interesting dynamic that Waititi plays with
throughout the film.
Davis gives a great performance that is full of poise. It will be interesting to see what he does
next, if anything.
Scarlett Johansson is also great here, which isn’t really surprising at this point. Her performance
is understated compared to other roles she’s had, but she brings so much to her character
Rosie, Jojo’s mother.
Her presence is felt throughout the film and her actions loom large; mainly, the fact that she is
hiding a Jewish girl in her attic.
It’s with her performance that I struggle to call this film a comedy. I believe that it is a comedy,
but there are definitely some darker moments that paint this comedy red.
The film made me consider that comedy is more of a tone than simply trying to make people
laugh. Meaning that Taika Waititi can play Hitler and not really be taken seriously, while at the
same time, Jojo can be seen writing a very wrong book about his perception of Jewish people.
Speaking of which, Thomasin McKenzie, who plays a Jewish girl named Elsa, is a scene-stealer
here.
She steals every one that she’s in, even when it’s a top-tier talent across from her. I hope that
her next project is cheerier. Either way, she gives a very nuanced performance that is quiet but
unrestrained.
The theme of blind fanaticism is one of the bigger takeaways from the film for me. The way that
Waititi plays with this idea through a young boy’s imagining of Hitler is sort of genius to me. It

also fits his style of filmmaking. He makes comedic films that have a lot of heart, which again
speaks to comedy as a tone and not as a “laugh counter.”
Honestly, this movie probably won’t make you laugh a ton, but you’ll laugh a little, I think. This
movie will also make you think about perspective though, which is the biggest strength of the
film.

Celebration in a pandemic: Seniors reflect on graduation without a ceremony
Sarah Cavender
May 1, 2020
May usually marks one of the bigger celebrations for many in higher education, students
prepare to close a chapter in their lives with commencement. But the class of 2020 cheers
virtually Friday afternoon to what would have been the eve of graduation.
“Every semester, nursing majors say, ‘okay, we’re done with our hardest semester, this next
shouldn’t be too bad.’ I can finally correctly tell you this was our hardest semester yet,” Ian
Huelskamp, senior nursing student said. “I’m excited to be able to graduate and start working as
soon as possible in the hospital!”
On March 9, all Wright State courses moved to an online instruction format.
“I am student teaching a first-grade class and the idea of technology isn’t super realistic for all of
my families. It’s really hard knowing that I might not see them again for the rest of the school
year,” said Teresa Rapking a senior education major. “We have sent home packets for my
students.”
The hope was to prevent the spread of the COVID-19, coronavirus. Governor Mike DeWine
asked businesses, companies, schools, bars, restaurants, and gyms to close until May.
With that came the cancellations of events and meetings on Wright State’s campus, including
graduation.

‘It felt unreal’
“It has been really hard. Postponing our graduation & pinning ceremony, with no glimpse of
when it’ll be,” Kaylyn Textor said. “My last semester as an active member of DZ has been cut
short so no senior send-off, no last formal, not being able to spend my final semester with my
sisters. Wanting to spend my last semester of college having fun & making memories before the
real world hits, but it hit a lot sooner than expected.”
Some students are taking it one day at time.
“At first I was really upset about it, felt like it wasn’t fair, but I realized that I’m not the only one
that’s going through this, Rapking said. “I understand for the health and safety of everybody else
this [cancelling graduation] was the best decision for everyone. I’m staying positive and looking

forward to finishing the semester online and graduating! And getting through this one day at a
time!”
In late March students living on campus were asked to leave, with a waiver process in place for
extenuating circumstances the dorms and on-campus housing were cleared out.
“It’s bitter sweet, because I really wanted to finish off my senior year with my friends but I
understand the reason for leaving,” Rapking said.
Beth Metcalf, a senior, living on campus recalled the week of move out difficult.
“It’s felt so unreal, like I feel like the end of my year happened so much sooner and so
unexpectedly,” Metcalf said. “I’m at my house just still in shock that we had to leave like that. My
roomie is in another state and we are just so sad honestly. Seeing everyone packing and
leaving was kinda tough.”
Before moving out of their apartment, Metcalf wore her gown and cap for photos with her
roommate, as a ‘just in case.’
“I’m slowly starting to realize that there are a lot of things I was looking forward to that won’t be
happening,” Metcalf said. “Like my last formal, April craze, water polo season, etc. and that I
wont be seeing my friends nearly as much. I’m starting to miss the SGA [student government
association] meetings and the office hours. It all got pulled away so quickly by this pandemic.”

Getting creative in distance celebrations
“I know that my family wants to do something if all of this blows over in time,” said senior, B
Lenz. “My friend and I are going to have a “social distance picnic” once final grades have gone
through and sit out on her back porch and just finally relax.”
The Greek life community found alternative ways through TikTok and senior send-offs including
stopping by a senior’s home and leaving their gifts. For formal many members dressed up, took
pictures in their homes, and did group calls.
The Boonshoft School of Medicine is hosting a virtual graduation in place of an in person
ceremony.
Many groups such as University Activities Board and Campus Recreation have held events
digitally like trivia and work outs. Other organizations and groups have met through Zoom to
maintain meetings.

The messages from university officials have remained positive in reminding students that they
are working toward a solution.
“Our Raider pride and spirit are unshakable. Raiders are resilient, especially in times of
adversity such as these. Always remember: We are Wright State—We are #RaiderStrong,”
President Sue Edwards said in a communication email to the campus community.

Reflecting on the memories
What the coronavirus pandemic hasn’t taken away are the years of memories and moments
seniors will be leaving with though.
Despite this historical moment in time, many choose to reflect on their experiences and the
strength of the community at Wright State.
“The event I enjoyed the most was April craze,” said Asad Ali. “It was a lot of fun especially
being able to walk around and see the different organizations as well as the different the
inflatables UAB [University Activities Board] had for students to enjoy.”
“This place [WSU] has been my home for the past four years,” Markayla Clayton, graduating
senior said. “I’ve lived on campus all four and through the summers. It’s hard to imagine myself
anywhere else. I’m going to miss the amazing people I’ve met here – my friends, the faculty,
and student affairs professionals.”
Other students involved in work on campus agreed in missing not just their friends but also the
staff and faculty on campus.
“I will miss seeing my friends, my favorite professors, the housing staff and all of my residents,”
said Sanchez.
Senior, Ariel Kramer, spent over a year working in the New Media Incubator and says she will
miss friends and her job.
With so many places remained closed and group gatherings still forbidden, seniors have found
other ways to celebrate.
“My family has been super supportive, this weekend alone we are doing a virtual ceremony with
family watching. My mom has offered to make my favorite dinner on Saturday. Once all of this is
over we are hoping to do a small party with my family,” Petey Sanchez said.

Who is the class of 2020?

The spring class of 2020 is made up of 1,490 bachelor’s degrees, 576 master’s degrees, 25
doctoral degrees and 29 associate degrees, according to a university release.
In early April the university made the decision to give nursing students temporary licenses to
begin work in hospitals and other medical facilities.
The class features 122 international students from 27 different countries. India boasts the
largest number of foreign graduates, with 47.
According to the release, the two youngest graduating students are 18.
One is earning a bachelor’s degree in biochemistry and molecular biology and the other an
associate degree in technical study. The oldest graduate is 72, earning a master’s degree in
earth sciences.
Graduates by college:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

College of Liberal Arts: 415
College of Engineering and Computer Science: 347
Raj Soin College of Business: 345
College of Science and Mathematics: 324
College of Education and Human Services: 304
College of Nursing and Health: 200
Lake Campus: 153

The uncertainty ahead
Despite finding the positives in this uncertain time, there is also an air of worry for the future.
During this time of graduation is also the time to enter the job market. But with a pandemic, the
job search has become increasingly difficult.
“Graduation doesn’t feel real,” Kramer said. “It feels unfinished, I feel like we didn’t get to say
goodbye to our friends or professors. And now we are thrown into the job search abyss.”
Wright State is currently hosting different online resources in an effort to provide recent
graduates connections to jobs.
“I’m spending it [end of the semester] worrying about what’s next, instead of being happy &
hopeful about our next steps for the future,” Textor said.

In person commencement has not been determined but may take place in the fall.
Resources for students can be found at Wright State Career Services or click

here.

Five easy recipes perfect for a picnic
Shaddia Qasem
May 1, 2020
Despite the circumstances, the weather outside is beautiful and begging to be enjoyed.
Embrace the outdoors by having a picnic with your loved ones; what better way is there to get
vitamin D and serotonin pumping in your body?
Here are five deliciously easy recipes:

Seven-layer dip
https://www.food.com/recipe/7-layer-dip-126480
As in the name, this recipe only requires seven ingredients, not including spices and
seasonings. Layering in order, start off with refried beans mixed with taco seasoning, sour
cream, guacamole,
salsa, lettuce, shredded cheese, sliced olives and tomatoes. Once you’re finished adding the
ingredients and seasonings to your liking, grab tortilla chips, or any chip of your choice, and dig
in.

Chive potato salad
https://www.countryliving.com/food-drinks/a27547262/chive-potato-salad-recipe/
If your favorite vegetable is potatoes, this quick and easy recipe is for you. Boil potatoes in salt
water until cooked. After you’ve cut the cooked potatoes into quarters, blend chopped chives,
olive oil, white wine vinegar, Dijon mustard, chopped parsley, salt and pepper. Mix everything
together and you’re good to go.

Caprese sandwich
https://jessicainthekitchen.com/caprese-sandwich-parsley-pesto/
Grab a loaf of French bread and add tomato, mozzarella and parsley pesto. Toast the sandwich
or leave as is and enjoy a mouthful of heaven. It only takes 10 minutes.

Raspberry tart
https://www.countryliving.com/food-drinks/recipes/a3889/quick-easy-rasbperry-tart-recipe-clv06
12/
Let the sweetness of this raspberry tart dance on your taste buds and awaken your senses.
Throw a sheet of puff pastry into the oven for 15 minutes. While the pastry is in the oven, mix
heavy cream and sugar together until is at the consistency you like. After the pastry is cooled,
spread the cream evenly and place the raspberry’s on top. Voila.

Antipasto skewers
https://bakerbynature.com/antipasto-skewers/
Skewer/kabob lovers, this one is for you. All you need is olives, grape tomatoes, mozzarella,
basil, artichoke hearts, cheese tortellini and whatever meat you prefer. On a wooden skewer,
place your vegetables, cheeses and meat(s) in the order you’d like and top with an Italian
dressing or tabasco sauce.
The best part of this recipe is that it is versatile and can work with any vegetable, meat, sauce
and seasonings you’d like.

